Report On My Visit To England, October 2014.
This is an abridged version of Alhassan Baako’s report.  Please see the 2015 GSA Newsletter for the full version.  Ed.
My visit to England in October this year was like a dream. It was my first time to visit the UK.  I left Accra on board the Air Portugal on 2nd June at 10.15pm local time on transit to Lisbon and arrived at 3.30am then left Lisbon at 9.05am for London and arrived at Heathrow at about 11.30am. (…) 
We travelled by train and tube, my very first experience and a lot of interesting things to see.  Our journey by train ended at Manningtree, where Bill, Sue’s husband picked us home in his car to Stutton. (…) An honour  was done me as the committee members  of Canhams’ Wood led by the secretary Bill organized for me and l planted an oak tree to mark my visit and to promote unity between the people of Northern Ghana and  that of Stutton, The oak tree was said to have a life span of 800 years. We were shown round the wood and other trees planted earlier by some people in Northern Ghana. I was surprised to see vegetation like that around the country side. You could still see some wild animals such as the antelopes, squirrels, geese among others in their natural home unharmed by people and large river birds also found by the river side.

On Monday 6th October, I joined Sue to serve voluntarily in the Stutton Community Shop for two hours. I admired volunteers’ commitment working in the shop in turns. I had an opportunity to study the currency and coins and giving change using the sales machine after making sales. 
On Tuesday the 7th Sue and I visited the Stutton Primary, a well organised school which has a link with Nawuni Primary in the Northern Region of Ghana. We spent appreciable time with the pupils and teachers. They were all happy meeting us and so were we. We carried along items such as the calabash, unity stool, broom, bracelets, chewing sticks, stool, sponge, toys and pictures typically of Ghana as teaching and learning materials and the map of Ghana to show the pupils the location of Tamale and Yendi in Ghana. Pupils were happy to see and handle the items and learned more about what the items were made of and the uses. I had good interaction with the pupils and teachers. They asked a lot of funny and interesting questions as we moved from one class to the other which I answered in turns. As a teacher l had the opportunity to compare learning behaviors between the pupils and my school pupils in Ghana. By the time we left the school the pupils with the help of their teachers did some exercises on what we have discussed and marked by the teachers and they brought  the work to me to see and they were able to give accurate answers, that was a good learning habit.

On Wednesday 8th October Sue and I left Stutton early in the morning to attend the GSA meeting in London. As usual we travelled by train and tube. The venue was the Royal Festival Hall. Members of the committee travelled from far and near to have a meeting with me and for us to know ourselves for the first time. They met me with enthusiasm. Those who could not attend the meeting called me earlier and apologized with good reasons why they could not make it to the meeting, to me this alone was an honour done me. The meeting was chaired by Ted Mayne. I felt proud in their midst as they were all glad to meet me. I was regarded the special guest and I also admired them for their dedication to voluntary service to the organization with the common intention to bringing relief to needy schools in Ghana. I was given the opportunity to explain to the house about my role for GSA in the Northern Region of Ghana regarding supports given to schools. I did explained that after being informed by a school requesting for support, l visit the school to interact with the headteacher and teachers, look at the project  and meet the stakeholders for a discussion on the importance of the project to the community and also find out what contribution and role would they play if support is given. After gathering all these information l then ask them to write their application, addressed to GSA chair through me, l then add pictures of the project and forward it to GSA together with my recommendation letter on my observation about the project on the ground for consideration. If a project is approved and funding is made available for it, l make follow ups and monitor the use of funds to ensure that the school and community spend the money judiciously into the project and l take receipts for materials bought and reporting to GSA on the progress of the project as it moves from one level to the other. I presented pictures of completed projects, ongoing ones and also fresh applications at the meeting. Members gave me good hearing and asked questions where necessary for further deliberation. We took pictures and they showed me a few things around before we departed company.

 On our way back to the train station to return to Stutton, Sue took me to see the London Bridge, the Tower and visited the National Gallery among other interesting things. 
Throughout my stay in Stutton Sue and her husband, Bill treated me exceptionally. They were always concerned about my health from what l wear to keep me warm to what l eat as well as my general welfare. My accommodation was excellent and Sue would always ask if l was warm enough with what l wear either l was going to bed or whenever we were going out. She always made sure l wore enough clothes.  However  whenever we meet friends outside and they ask me how l feel about the weather, l always told them it was not too bad, and they would always tell me that l was lucky l came at a time the weather was  better. I was always surprise to hear that because to me it was very cold.

Bill was a very good cook. He cooks for the house and had treated me to a lot of British diet. Apart from potatoes and rice all the other foods were new to me and each day he prepares a different kind of food for us.  There was a day he asked me about a particular meal which was very strange to me in taste and l replied him that it was manageable. This made him laugh.  None of the food actually disturbed me in anyway. I never lacked food to eat. 
Most people in England have dogs as their pets and Sue has one. She is called Bosun. We often take her for a walk early in the morning along the fields and rivers. We walk between one and one and half hours, a good exercise for all of us.
On Sunday 12th October 2014 was my tenth and last day in England. 
I cherished every bit of my time living with the Hewletts for their hospitality and support right from getting the visa to buying the ticket and embarking on the journey. I was therefore not surprise to hear at the GSA meeting that Sue footed the cost of my trip and l say bravo to her and the husband. Again I thank all the members of GSA Committee who made time with me at the Royal Festival Hall in London as space would not allow me to list their names. l also thank all the members of the Canhams Wood and teachers of the Stutton Primary School and all friends l made in Stutton, for without their company my trip would have been in vain. Although I sometimes have to strain my ears in order to understand them when they speak due to their accent and ask them to come again with their message, nonetheless my trip has been very successful indeed and would remain an everlasting memory l shall always remember.
Alhassan Salifu Baako, Head teacher, Kanvilli Tawfikiya Islamic JHS and GSA Representative, Tamale, Ghana. 

